GOD THE BEAUTIFUL LOVER
attained a state than which nothing could be higher and
happier. It is 'love allied to ignorance', in Browning's
phrase, very far removed from the amor intellectnalis dei
of Spinozism. This Radhabhava at once gave him the
badge and mark of a Gourangite. In our enthusiasm for
the full-blown rose, we seem to forget the process of bloom-
ing, the silent action on it of sunshine, air, and dew. And
sometimes it is seen that the stage of preparation is even
more instructive and enjoyable than the goal itself, not
only to the purveyor but also to the Sadhaka, the 'Happy
Finder' himself. Lessing is to have remarked:  "If
I had truth in my right hand and the search after truth in
my left hand, and had to choose between them, I should
choose the left hand." If Vijaykrishna/s earlier life
showed him as a profoundly spiritual man, his later life
would present him. as the perfect Bhakta, with love flow-
ing in torrents to God. The first stage was the striving
for Release with a starting faith in the all-transcending
character of Bhakti ; and the second stage was the
indescribable enjoyment of the blissful contiguity of the
Beloved. If the first part makes us exclaim, "How
wonderful!'' the second, ((How enchantingly sweet!'?
Though now the highest Bhakta, Vijaykrishna never
forgot the steps by which he rose, so that he always spoke
of gradations ; and the beginning of 'the seeker attitude'
he defined as a developing sense of morality—the sense
that keeps us ever on the alert that the Cain in us does not
slay the Abel, that the eternal Kamsa, the will-to-live,
does not smother the tendency to love and serve. To serve
is to live, never the Dienen, dienen of Kundry in Parsifal.
And the realization of the self, the one reality amidst the
baubles, the patterns of appearances, the Soul of which
alone was not told Memento quia pulvis es, having
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